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with belladonna ointment in rheumatic pericarditis and endocarditis, and in 
organic diseases of the heart; and he attributes this effect to the use of bella¬ 
donna in checking the disorder, the irregularity, and the morbid energy of the 
beats of the heart, and in restoring their normal rhythm. This property, which 
is analogous to that possessed by digitalis, may probably be referred to an 
exciting action of the vagus nerve, after what has been taught by M. Germain 
S6e on the functions of this nerve as a regnlator of the movements of the heart. 
In its action as an external application, belladonna is at once a sedative and 
resolvent; and thus, when applied in the form of ointment to joints affected 
with rheumatism, it relieves the pain and dissipates the swelling, and its re¬ 
solvent powers are further proved by its efficacy in the treatment of glandular 
swellings; and oculists daily make use of it for the purpose of promoting, after 
the operation for cataract, the absorption of the fragments of the capsule of the 
crystalline lens, or of the products of consecutive iritis. Where there is reso¬ 
lution there is necessarily excitation, both nervous and vascular, of the parts 
affected. Dr. de Savignac then refers to the employment of belladonna in cases 
of asthma, which is caused by spasm or paralysis of the muscular fibres of the 
bronchial tubes, most probably the latter : but in whichever way the phenomena 
of asthma are explained, the action of belladonna is intelligible, for it will act 
as a sedative in case of spasm, and as an excitant in case of paralysis. But 
although Dr. de Savignac has proved that, in many cases, the therapeutical 
action of belladonna depends upon a common excitation of the dilating and 
constricting muscles, he does not wish to deny that its excito-motory properties 
have an elective tendency to act upon the dilators, as is well seen in the case 
of the iris, the dilators of which are excited by the smallest doses of belladonna 
or atropia. The anaesthetic and sedative powers of belladonna, although well 
known, are not easily explained upon physiological principles; and all that is 
certain is, that the drug, like opium, relieves pain, but the modus operandi is 
still to be sought for.— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Oct. 1868, from Bull. 
Gen. de Therap., Nov. 30, 1867. 

17. On the Employment of Belladonna in Surgical Affections. —Mr. Chris¬ 
topher Heath states that the action of belladonna, whether applied locally or 
given internally, is the same; viz, that by its action upon the vaso-motor sys¬ 
tem of nerves it diminishes the calibre of the capillaries, and thus directly 
reduces the vascularity of an inflamed part. Its action is thus peripheral; 
and it is, therefore, the opposite of aconite, whose action is central or upon 
the heart itself. It does not follow, however, that the two drugs cannot be 
employed together; quite the contrary: the action of the one is to diminish 
the flow of blood to the part, whilst the other assists the tissue to get rid of 
the superfluity it already contains and resist its further entrance, and the two 
may in many morbid conditions be advantageously combined.— The Practi¬ 
tioner, N ov. 1868. 

18. Influence of Digitalis on the Pulse. —Dr. Constantin Paul has pub¬ 
lished ( Bulletin (liner, de Thirapeutique, tome lxxiv., 1868) a research on the 
influence of digitalis on the pulse, in which his principal results were obtained 
by the use of the sphygmograph. He thus states his conclusions: Digitalis, 
in small doses, generally diminishes the frequency of the pulse; in large doses 
it increases it. When digitalis is exhibited in such doses as to produce its 
hyposthenic effects, it lowers the arterial tension; and the contrary effect may 
possibly be produced by very small doses, as some investigators have asserted. 
Finally, it is probable that digitalis raises the arterial tension when it dimin¬ 
ishes the frequency of the pulse, and that it lowers this tension when it increases 
the number of the pulsations.— Joum. Anat. and Phys., Nov. 1868. 

19. Syrup of Codeia in Whooping-cough, etc. —The Journal fur Kinder- 
krankheiten (7, 8, Hft, 1868) mentions that melon syrup, containing codeia, is 
at present used as a specific against whooping-cough in Italy. It is also em¬ 
ployed in other convulsive coughs of children, especially those which are the 
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sequelae of acute inflammations ; also in the nervous hacking cough of preg¬ 
nancy in nervous and sensitive women.— The Practitioner, Dec. 18(i8. 

20. Quinia as an Antiphlogistic. —A. Martin, in an Inaugural Dissertation, 

published at Giessen, in 1868, states that he has tested the conclusions drawn 
from their experiments, in reference to the action of quinia upon the blood (see 
Cbl., 1867, and also 1868, p. 172), by Binz and Scharrenbroich. Twelve expe¬ 
riments were performed by him. In two of these, repeated with every care and 
precaution on dogs, it was clearly shown that when the system was put under 
the influence of quinia, the formation or augmentation of the white corpuscles 
of the blood as well as the effort for their expulsion by the intervention of an 
inflammatory process was restrained. The experiments presented by the 
author to prove the curative influence of quinia upon inflammation seated in 
the parenchymatous viscera are new. He adduces to this intent experiments 
made upon frogs by laying bare the liver, in which condition with great care 
the animals may be kept alive for three days. The proper hepatic corpuscles 
in the frog, it is true, resemble very closely the white corpuscles of the blood, 
but from these they may be distinguished by their size and composition. It was 
shown by these experiments that the action of the quinia caused the inflamma¬ 
tory process to become as fully arrested in the liver as in the exposed mesen¬ 
tery (Cohnheim, Cbl., 1867, p. 809). To test the antiphlogistic power of quinia, 
in four frogs the liver during fourteen days was allowed to remain exposed for 
twelve hours each day. Into two of these frogs, during the intervals of expo¬ 
sure, .0025 grm. of quinia was injected. In the twenty preparations which 
accompanied the thesis of Mr. Martin, he thinks aiso the fact of the antiphlogis¬ 
tic action of quinia was fully established. It is very certain that the develop¬ 
ment of white corpuscles in the blood is far less than occurs in other cases of 
inflammation treated without quinia.— Centralblatt f. d. Medicinisch. Wissen- 
schaften, Oct. 1868. D. F. 0. 

21. On the Salts of Quinoidine; their Therapeutic Value, fyc. — Bernatzik 
( Wienen Med. Wochenschrt.) says that, in respect to the physiological results of 
the action of the alkaloids of cinchona, he could detect no difference from those 
obtained from the action of cinchona itself. Heendeavoured by an examination of 
the experience of the physicians of Vienna to determine the pharmaceutic value of 
the pure quinoidine salts in paroxysmal fevers. In thirteen cases it was found 
that a single dose of twelve grains of the muriate, acetate, or citrate of quinoi¬ 
dine, either moderated or completely arrested the disease; in a fourteenth case 
the article was not tolerated. On the other hand, Dr. Lobl found that the mu¬ 
riate of quinoidine did not possess much more than one-third the efficacy of the 
sulphate of quinia. The passage of quinoidine into the urine Was observed in 
two cases. The subcutaneous injection of quinoidine has been attended by no 
favourable results. It is true that thus employed it exerts a powerful influence 
upon the fever; it has been found, however, to excite at the place of injection a 
severe inflammation, terminating even in gangrene. 

Trial was made by Professors Duchek and Braun of the curative influence of 
the carbolate of quinia in puerperal and in typhus fever, and it was found to 
exert a beneficial influence over most of the symptoms of these diseases. As 
the remedy when given in form of pills is liable sometimes to pass without 
change through the stomach and intestines, Dr. B. gives it in the form of 
wafers, soaked in an alcoholic solution of the carbolate of quinia and then strown 
over with starch. Given in this manner, however, vomiting is liable to be pro¬ 
duced, in consequence probably of a portion of the carbolic acid being set free 
in the stomach. The presence of both quinia and carbolic acid was detected in 
the urine.— Centralblatt f. d. Medicinisch. Wissenschaften, May, 1868. D. F. C. 

22. Therapeutic Uses of Thymic Acid. —Writing in the Union Pharmaceu- 
tique, M. le Dr. Paquet states that this acid, which is allied to carbolic acid, 
is a remedy of immense value to the surgeon. He describes its effects on 
healthy and morbid tissues, and draws the following definitive conclusions as to 
its uses : (I) Thymic acid deserves to hold a high place among the antiseptic 



